Gillian Blake speaks to BRAVO, 1974

Through the TV series Follyfoot she became one of the best-loved young actresses on TV.  BRAVO shows you the best photos of Gillian and brings you her story.

I’ve finally done it:  Gillian Blake, female star of the TV series Follyfoot, has agreed to chat with me for an hour.  That is not as simple as it sounds: “Gillian is over-sensitive”, her mother had explained to me over the telephone.  “Gillian locks herself away from the world and prefers living with her animals and books”, her father had told me.  “Gillian doesn’t do interviews, I have no influence over her there”, her agent said.  “You’ll have to try your luck”.

I tried my luck for several weeks, before I was finally successful.  On a Friday afternoon I stand in front of Gillian’s door in Tenfield Gardens in Hampstead, a district of London.  I was surprised as Gillian suddenly stood before me: pretty, beaming, happy and charming, in a stylish full-length dress.  Not a bit like an eccentric hermit.

Why then so reserved?

Gillian gets serious.  “At the moment I am in a deep crisis.  I must sort myself out before I venture in front of people again”.  Gillian had recently had a great deal of personal bad luck: scarcely a month earlier she had been divorced from her husband, the well-known London photographer Michael Avory.

“Follyfoot is unfortunately not entirely innocent here”, sighs Gillian.  So this role, which has made her famous professionally in half the world, brought her no luck personally.  “About six weeks before the start of filming in autumn 1971 we got married.  Then the role of Dora held me in Yorkshire for a year and a half, almost without interruption.  So from the very beginning our marriage had no chance to develop properly”, says Gillian sadly, “the little weekends spent together were not enough …”

Gillian consoled herself with her animals: the black Afghan hound Sheila, the two Siamese cats Bengo and Jasmin, and a tiny hamster named Buster.  Because of her little menagerie – for a long time she has also possessed a parrot, a tortoise and a pigeon – she moved from a splendid, roomy apartment on the Portobello Rd in the heart of London to Hampstead.  “I have a small garden here, where Bengo and Jasmin can go exploring.  And I can go walking for hours with Sheila in Hampstead Heath’s giant park”, Gillian enthused.

Gillian’s stallion Copper from the TV series plays an even greater part in her life.  Copper, the leaving-present from the TV company to Gillian, is put up in a beautiful stable in Windsor, 35 miles distant from London.  Gillian visits her stallion once or twice a week.  “I got the driving licence especially for him”, laughs Gillian.  “It was pretty hard, I rushed through the test twice”.

Through Follyfoot Gillian has become known as Dora.  Has this success been professionally worthwhile for her?

“A little, yes, although lately not so much as I had hoped.  After the end of the series I received many new offers.  But the roles were all too similar to Dora, besides which they all had something to do with animals, and as an actress one should not allow oneself to be typecast.  One should have more variations, possibilities, otherwise one gets bogged-down immediately”.  So apart from a stage-role in Coventry, until now Gillian has accepted no new offers.

As I depart from Gillian, I understand her a little better than before.  I understand why in recent times she has been so withdrawn.  And I recall a comment that Steve Hodson had made to me recently about his ex-partner: “Give Gillian a bit of time, she will soon get back on form again...”

Margit Rietti
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