The Follyfoot team is in agreement: Dora – our pride and joy.

She is 1.68m tall, has brown hair, brown eyes and is 24 years old: Gillian Blake, who plays Dora in the TV series Follyfoot Farm.  She can handle animals like no one else.  At home she has a small zoo.   Apart from that, there is a lot of interesting stuff about her to report.  Bravo was with Gillian in England and has interviewed and photographed her for you.

The 24 year-old Gillian Blake is the ideal person to cast in the role of Dora in the TV series Follyfoot Farm.  You notice that at first sight: Gillian is athletic – and yet very romantic.  And into the bargain she is - like Dora - daughter of a senior public servant.

“Horses are my great passion”, explains Gillian.  Every free minute the young actress jumps into her brand-new dark-blue Triumph Spitfire, and travels towards Rickmansworth, at the edge of London.  There waiting in a modern stable is an old colleague from Follyfoot times: Copper, her Arabian stallion.

Copper was the leaving-present from the TV-crew to Gillian (“She was our pride and joy”) after the end of filming in June.

Animals play a great part in Gillian’s life.  Her flat in beautiful Hampstead in the north of London is comparable to a mini-zoo.  There is Sheila, the black Afghan hound, the two Siamese cats Bengo and Jasmin, the ancient parrot Plato and tortoise named simply Smith.  “I love animals more than anything”, explains Gillian, “and unlike people they haven’t disappointed me yet …”

Gillian is a straightforward girl.  A real mate.  She prefers wearing jeans, T-shirts and sporty pullovers.  “Many women don’t like me”, she laughs, “I get along better with men.  All this fuss with girls – who is prettiest and most successful – it bores me stiff”.

With men, Gillian can talk more easily about their favourite subject: football.  “It doesn’t matter if it is raining or snowing.  When my London football-team Spurs is playing, I am there.”  And she admits the worst day of her life was when the England football team was defeated this year by the Polish eleven, and because of that could not take part in the 1974 World Championship.

Gillian doesn’t idolise actors or pop singers.  “I am especially passionate about footballers like Martin Chivers, Pele, Beckenbauer or Gerd Müller”, she says.  “The German team plays beautifully.  I don’t miss any game that is transmitted on British TV.”

Anyone who believes that Gillian has a weird, sober, cold personality has been completely deceived.  At heart, she is a romantic.  Gillian loves cities with history and atmosphere.  “On the continent above all Rome, Paris and Heidelberg.  Even when I travel, I don’t want to traipse around like a tourist, marvelling at the sights.  I want to get to know the people, and the atmosphere of the town.”

As a true Englishwoman Gillian naturally loves horror stories.  Stories about black magic, ghosts, and vampires.  “But they must end well”, she adds, “otherwise I get depressed.”

At present, Gillian is performing nightly at a provincial theatre in Coventry.  There she is playing the lead-role in the play “How the other Half loves”.  And she is terribly bored there.  “Up until January”, she sighs, “then I can go back to London at last.  To my animals, who a friend is looking after until then …”
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